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DOLLY PARTON’S IMAGINATION LIBRARY 
Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library is a book gifting program that 
mails free books to children from birth to age five in participating 
communities within the United States, United Kingdom, Canada, 
Australia and Republic of Ireland. 
 
In 1995, Dolly Parton launched an exciting new effort, Dolly Parton’s 
Imagination Library, to benefit the children of her home county in East 
Tennessee, USA. Dolly’s vision was to foster a love of reading among 
her county’s preschool children and their families by providing them 
with the gift of a specially selected book each month.  “When I was 
growing up in the hills of East Tennessee, I knew my dreams would 

come true. I know there are children in your community with their own dreams. They dream of 
becoming a doctor or an inventor or a minister. Who knows, maybe there is a little girl whose dream 
is to be a writer and singer. The seeds of these dreams are often found in books and the seeds you 
help plant in your community can grow across the world.” 
 
Just recently, thanks to the efforts of the First Lady of Ohio, Mrs. ______ DeWine, our children, too, in 
the Collinwood and Nottingham communities can take advantage of this program. Go to 
imaginationlibrary.com  and sign your children up for this program. HAPPY READING. 

 

Letter from Dolly 
“Hi everybody. This is Dolly. 

 
“Before he passed away, my Daddy told me the Imagination Library was probably the most 
important thing I had ever done. I can’t tell you how much that meant to me because I created 
the Imagination Library as a tribute to my Daddy. He was the smartest man I have ever known 
but I know in my heart his inability to read probably kept him from fulfilling all of his dreams. 
 
“Inspiring kids to love to read became my mission. In the beginning, my hope was simply to 
inspire the children in my home county but here we are today with a worldwide program that 
gives a book a month to well over 1 million children. 
 
“Of course, I have not done this alone. The real heroes of our story are the thousands of local 

organizations who have embraced my dream and made it their own. They raise millions of dollars each year and wake up 
every day with a passion to make sure their kids have every opportunity to succeed. 
“It’s been quite a journey but we have so much more left to do. I would love for your community to join our family so 
please take the time to explore our website. Let’s share this dream that all children should grow up in a home full of 
books. 
 
“The first step is always the hardest, but you’ll never know unless you try…” 

 

 
 



Ohio First Lady Launches Ohio Governor's Imagination 

Library Program in Cuyahoga County 
January 13, 2020 

 
 

 

 

 

 

(CLEVELAND, Ohio)—Ohio First Lady Fran DeWine announced the opening of the Ohio Governor’s 
Imagination Library (OGIL) today in Cuyahoga County. 

Any child from birth to age five can enroll to receive a free, new book from the Ohio Governor’s 
Imagination Library every month. 

“I'm delighted that Cuyahoga County’s 75,000 children -- from birth to age five -- can now take 
advantage of the benefits of the Ohio Governor’s Imagination Library,” said Ohio First Lady Fran 
DeWine. “Cuyahoga County is our 55th Ohio county to offer the Ohio Governor's Imagination Library 
Program countywide, no matter where a child lives within that county. When we started this journey 
to create a statewide program to improve early childhood literacy, the Imagination Library was only 
available in pockets of Ohio and only countywide in 24 counties. We won't stop our work to expand 
until kids in all 88 counties of Ohio have the same opportunity." 

Research shows that book ownership can be a predictor of future academic success. In fact, studies 
have found that children with just 25 books in their home were more likely to complete an additional 
two years of education. Inspired by Ohio First Lady Fran DeWine’s passion for early childhood 
literacy, the Ohio Governor’s Imagination Library is a partnership with Dolly Parton’s Imagination 
Library to ensure children enter the classroom ready to succeed. 

“We are very pleased that every child can experience the joy and excitement of receiving their own 
brand new book in the mail every month,” said Robert Paponetti, President & CEO of The Literacy 
Cooperative of Greater Cleveland. “For the past several years, this wonderful program has been 
available in select communities in Cuyahoga County. Currently more than 10,000 children in 
Cuyahoga County are receiving books monthly. With this announcement, enrollment will increase 
exponentially as there are approximately 75,000 children under the age of five living in Cuyahoga 
County.” 

The Ohio Governor’s Imagination Library Program is working to ensure children in all 88 of Ohio’s 
counties can enroll in Ohio Governor’s Imagination Library in 2020 by providing a dollar for dollar 
funding match with each county that opens the OGIL to its residents. The Ohio General Assembly 
committed $5 million to the OGIL Program in the fiscal year 2020-2021 budget. 

To enroll and learn more, visit www.OhioImaginationLibrary.org. 

 
REPRINTED from Governor DeWine’s Website 
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BRIG SULTAN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As members of the CNHS, I attended a lecture along with 

Elva Brodnick and Steve Bona, of the Maritime Archaeological Survey Team at the 
Mentor Library author series. The topic was about the Civil War period sinking of the 
Brig the Sultan which shipwrecked, per their report, off the coast in Euclid, Ohio.  The 
fact that it sunk during the period of the Civil War, 1864 to be exact, and so close by, is 
what sparked the interest.  Just to mention, we ran into several others we knew as 
well, including other CNHS members Robert and Debbie Gibbons.  
 
As lecturer and marine archaeological diver, Kevin Magee, stated, “the wreck of the 
Sultan was discovered by [Cleveland Underwater Explorers Inc. CLUE, member Rob 
Ruetschle some years previous, a dedicated effort to explore, photograph, identify, and 
preliminarily survey the wreck was not undertaken until the summer of 2011.” He 
further stated that “CLUE was able to gather and evaluate a sufficient amount of 
historical and archaeological data to confidently identify the wreck as the remains of 
the brig Sultan, lost with a cargo of grindstones in heavy weather shortly after leaving 
Cleveland, Ohio, for Buffalo, New York, on 24 September 1864 (Van Zandt, 2009).”   
You can read their full report with images at clueshipwrecks.org and look for the 
Sultan Final Report.  
 
Our interest lies in the fact that the ship lies in 45’ of water, 2 miles off the Wildwood 
Marina!  Not exactly Euclid, Ohio as we did try to explain to them that this off the coast 
of the Wildwood Marina in CLEVELAND, OHIO and more importantly, Nottingham 
Village or Nottingham, Ohio, as it was known in 1864.   
 

The brigantine was originally built in Chicago in 1848.  It measured approx. 127’ in 
length and 24’ in breadth, 9’ in depth, with two masts, one deck and square-rigged, 
thus the name, brig. It finds itself in Cleveland after some sorted history including being 
owned by Dibble & Co. who were eventually accused of selling U.S. government arms 
and good to the Confederates in 1862 and selling the ship to Thatcher, Burt & Co. who 
had the ship rebuilt for probably a third or fourth time.  
 

Niagara is a brig by 
definition. The Sultan was 
as well even though not 
built for war. 



The ship sailed from Cleveland Port on 24 
September 1864 about 1:00 PM with a crew of 
eight including sailors from Fairport Harbor and 
Euclid, Ohio.  It was carrying Berea Sandstone 
grindstones, lumber and staves to Buffalo, Ohio.  
They should have never sailed in the upcoming 
storm and as you can imagine, the ship “labored 
heavily” in the storm on Lake Erie who eventually 
won, killing all but one on board and taking the 
ship to its final resting place. It could be seen 
floundering from the shores in Nottingham and 
Euclid.   
 
What was interesting is that descendants of 
Captain Webster were in attendance at the 
lecture, only known to the lecturer that evening 
and as always the history lessons after the talk 
were just as invaluable.   
 
For more information on the Brig Sultan I referred 
you to the marine report on the wreck, its 
discovery and subsequent dives to discover more 

about her.  Of course, research in the off season has yielded surprising stories of 
which I have no room here to tell. 
 
CNHS plans on exploring this more especially since the wreck happened off Wildwood 
and the sailors were from Euclid and Fairport Harbor.  I want to explore the Sultan’s 
1862 voyage and connection to supplying the Confederates with arms since the Sultan 
would have then be seen as a blockade runner even if for only perhaps one voyage 
before returning to New York.    Stay tuned. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
IT’S ALL ABOUT THE CENSUS 
 

April 1st, 2020 is officially Census Day in America.  This marks the twenty-fourth decennial 
Census. What does this really mean, though? 

Our Founding Fathers believed a Census was such a critical tool in understanding our 
fledgling country that they included it in the U.S. Constitution (Article I, Section 2). So, 
every ten years, since 1790, we have undertaken this monumental task. Because it is in 
the Constitution, it is the Law.  

Our Founding Fathers mapped out for the future generations a way to count every 
person living in the United States and its territories. By using population, not wealth or 
land, as the basis of the Census, they made a tool of government into a tool of 
empowerment for the governed. Thus, ensuring a representational government. This was 
a turning point, historically, for world government.  

The Census counts the population but also has the ability to enumerate our assets and 
record our potentials as well as help to access the country’s industrial and military 
potential. An individual’s data is held secret, while the statistics give us a picture of 
population and trends along with the growth and/or decline of our cities. 

From an historical point of view, the Census records hold a wealth of information 
pertaining to our ancestors and opens a window to the life they lived and who they were. 

It is imperative, then, when you receive your invitation from the U.S. Census Bureau that 
you complete the simple questionnaire. For this Census, for the first time, you are able to 
fill out the forms online. Those who may feel a little more comfortable, may do so by 
phone or by mail. Remember, the personal information you share is confidential by law.  

The overall statistics provided, though, are invaluable and will make a difference in our 
state, in our city and in our own community. This census data impacts our legislative 
representation on a Federal, State and Local level by how districts are redrawn.  It also 
determines how more than $675 billion is spent which supports programs and initiatives 
for housing, childcare, seniors, education, transportation, Veterans, safety and security 
and so much more.  

Your response to the Census will make a difference. 

 

Come April 1st – can we count on you? 
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